Burlescombe Parish Council December 2019 Minutes

BURLESCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of 
December Meeting
Held in the URC, Westleigh on Monday 2nd December 2019 at 7pm
DRAFT
29-2019

	12.1
	Present:
Parish Councillors:  Lewis Worrow, Luke Trevelyan, Robin Dodswell, Matt Salter, Chris Salter.
Sue Jarvis – Parish Clerk/RFO/Proper Officer

	ACTION


	
	Apologies: 
Parish Councillor: Shelley Scribbins

	


	12.1.2
	Councillor Appointments.
Chris Salter and Matt Salter signed their Declaration of Acceptance Forms witnessed by the Clerk
	

	12.1.3
	Election of Appointments and committees.
This was delayed until the next meeting.
	

	
	OPEN FORUM
Councillor Worrow read a statement to the Council and members of the public present. Councillors confirmed they were happy with the statement, a copy of which is at agenda item 12.4..
1.The appalling state of the potholes in Beer Lane was raised by a resident. This was discussed further under agenda item 12.3.2.
2. Footpath 18 near the church.  The post for the kissing gate is now completely rotten.  Work on this had been delayed to await the outcome of the nearby planning application.  However, the post needs attention now. 
3. Thanks from Burlescombe Community Hall to the Parish Council for their kind donation of £1000 to go towards the new Audio Visual system.

	






LW

	12.2
	Declaration of Interests
Councillor Worrow declared an interest in late agenda item 12.3.10.
Councillor Trevelyan declared an interest in agenda item 12.3.4.
	

	12.3


12.3.1
12.3.2





12.3.3


12.3.4

12.3.5




12.3.6

12.3.7

12.3.8






12.3.9
12.3.10
	Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising:
The Minutes were signed as a true and correct record and unanimously approved by the Councillors.
Network Rail signs.  These were replaced by Network Rail on 19th November.
Beer Lane. Despite raising the poor state of the road with Phil Morgan the Clerk was informed that Mid Devon has little money for road repairs and that any monies would be directed to major roads such as the A38. He suggested residents use the link on the Highways website to report potholes.  The more potholes are reported the greater the chance of something being done about it. The Clerk will contact him again to see if anything can be done.
Oakridge Planting. The Clerk has been in touch with Andrew Busby at MDDC who has advised that the developers do not wish to replace the trees there due to the cost. However, the Clerk will contact him again to see if the Lucombe Oak can be replaced.
Westleigh Noticeboards. Three quotes have been received. Councillors voted for a quote. Clerk to follow up.
Devon Climate Emergency. This was discussed by Councillors. Councillor Worrow proposed to make a declaration of climate emergency on behalf of Burlescombe Parish Council. The proposal was passed. The statement is attached below. Councillors also 
discussed the Local Electricity Bill which supports cost effective renewable energy. Councillors voted to support.
Fire and Rescue Service. Councillors voted to join other Parish Councils and support to Lynton Parish Council.
LGA New Model Code of Conduct. The Council agreed to adopt the LGA New Model Code of Conduct.
Defibrillators. The maintenance and upkeep of the parish defibrillators was discussed.  At present there is a Community Fund for maintenance and regular checks are carried out by Rachel Barbary- Sprague. The idea of training all Burlescombe Primary School children in the use of the defibrillators was discussed as well as the addition of a defibrillator near the school.  The Council agreed to support this initiative in some way and will make a decision as to funding when figures have been put together.  The Council recognised Rachel Barbary-Sprague’s commitment and expressed their thanks.
Bank signatories.  Bank signatories will be updated at the earliest opportunity.
Website contract. The website contract has been open for tender for 90 days and the Council voted to adopt the website proposal submitted by Ivanova Studios Ltd.
	







SJ



SJ
SJ

	12.4
12.4.1





























12.4.2
12.4.2.1
12.4.2.2


12.4.3
12.4.4
	Chairman’s Report
Fellow Councillors, I wish to make a statement to the Council. On Monday the 7th of October 2019, a Councillor rose on point of order to announce their querying of the formal procedure. I have now to judge whether the point of order tabled to me on that day is of legal substance. Burlescombe Parish Council is bound by written rules which govern and regulate the proceedings of the Council and ‘Part 2, Disorderly Conduct at Meetings, (Section A – C)’ is clear:
“No person shall obstruct the transaction of business at a meeting or behave offensively or improperly. If this standing order is ignored, the chairman of the meeting shall request such person(s) to moderate or improve their conduct.
If person(s) disregard the request of the chairman of the meeting to moderate or improve their conduct, any councillor or the chairman of the meeting may move that the person be no longer heard or excluded from the meeting. The motion, if seconded, shall be put to the vote without discussion.
If a resolution made under standing order 2(b) above is ignored, the chairman of the meeting may take further reasonable steps to restore order or to progress the meeting. This may include temporarily suspending or closing the meeting.”
Monday’s motion sought for the point of order to be decided by the sitting Chairman of the meeting and I do so now.
The answer is very simple. The standing orders of this Council must be obeyed. Good order must be preserved and the eccentric behavior of the public from their sedentary position will no longer be tolerated. The Council will not be shouted down and no amount of inspired or orchestrated attempt to do so will work. Not today, not tomorrow, not at any time.
Highways
There have been no reports of work to highways.
To receive reports of repairs: 
Other than the ongoing problem of potholes in Beer Lane.

Community Hall – The hall has received a donation of £1000 from BPC to help towards the funding of the new Audio-Visual system.
St Mary’s Church – Councillor Trevelyan attended the Remembrance Service on behalf of the Parish Council.
30-2019

	








	[bookmark: _Hlk26689690]12.5
12.5.1
12.5.1.1


12.5.1.2


12.5.1.3


12.5.1.4


12.5.1.5

12.5.1.6


12.5.2
12.5.2.1

12.5.2.2


	Planning
New Applications:
19/01692/TPO Application to remove lowest limb and crown up to 1m of on south side of Oak Tree protected by Tree Preservation Order 80/00004/TPO Location: 7 Palm View Waterloo Cross Caravan Park Uffculme. Taken out of committee- no objections.
19/01693/HOUSE Erection of two storey side extension and single storey rear extension Location: Pitt Orchard Bungalow Appledore Burlescombe. Taken out of committee- no objections.
19/01189/OUT Outline for the erection of 2 dwellings (Revised Scheme) Location: Land at NGR 307538 116626 (North of Town Farm) Burlescombe Devon.  Taken out of committee-objection letter submitted to MDDC.
19/01700/FULL Erection of dwelling and formation of access (Revised Scheme) Location: Southertons Farmhouse Westleigh Tiverton. Site visit by LW and LT on 14th Nov. Planning Committee 20th Nov.Objection letter sent 20th November
19/01956/CAT Notification of intention to cut to ground level 2 Leylandii trees within the Conservation Area Location: Canonsleigh Barton Burlescombe Tiverton. No objections.
19/01874/FULL Removal of condition 4 of planning permission 92/01215/FULL to allow the garage to be used as ancillary accommodation Location: 1 Hensons Drive Westleigh Tiverton. No objections.
MDDC Decisions:
19/01557/FULL Erection of lean-to extension to existing agricultural livestock building Location: Ebear Farm Westleigh Tiverton. Granted 19/11/19
19/01692/TPO Application to remove lowest limb and crown up to 1m of on south side of Oak Tree protected by Tree Preservation Order 80/00004/TPO Location: 7 Palm View Waterloo Cross Caravan Park Uffculme. Granted 28th Nov
	






	12.6
	Cllr Worrow Report
PROW
The only outstanding issue is that of the Kissing Gate as mentioned above.  LW will contact the Council’s PROW contractor.

	

LW

	12.7


	Quarry Liaison Report
Nothing to report other than there is a Hillhead/Broadpath liaison meeting on Tuesday 3rd December.

	
LT 






	12.8
12.8.1

12.8.1.1


12.8.1.2
12.8.1.3
12.8.1.4

12.8.2
12.8.2.1
12.8.2.2
12.8.2.3
12.8.2.4
12.8.2.5

12.8.2.6

12.8.2.7

12.8.2.8
12.8.2.9

12.8.2.10
12.8.2.11


12.8.2.12


12.8.3



12.8.4




12.8.5
12.8.5.1
12.8.5.2

12.9





	Clerk’s Report
The following expenditure was approved out of Committee:
	Amount £
	BACS//SO
	Payable to 
	Comments

	310.20
	Cheque 755
	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass cutting

	330.00
	SO
	S. Jarvis
	Clerk salary Nov

	330.00
	SO
	S. Jarvis
	Clerk salary Dec

	330.00
	SO
	S. Jarvis
	Clerk salary Jan

	
Expenditure paid out of committee:

	10.50
	Cheque 761
	URC Westleigh
	Hall hire

	147.35
	Cheque 757
	MDDC
	Uncontested election costs

	300.00
	Cheque 760
	G. Hawkins
	ORL/Parkwood Maintenance

	28.80
	Cheque 758
	L. Worrow
	Travel expenses

	1626.01
	Cheque 762
	MDDC
	Grass cutting

	462.40
	Cheque 763
	Viridor Waste Management31-2019

	Community Hall donation (part of)

	537.60
	Cheque 764
	Burlescombe Community Hall
	Community Hall donation (balance)

	48.00
	Cheque 766
	DALC
	Course (Budgets and precepts) S. Jarvis

	313.26
	Cheque 767
	Community First Trading Ltd
	Annual insurance

	50.00
	Cheque 756
	CAB
	Donation to Citizens’ Advice

	456.00
	Cheque 765
	Lloyd Adams Tree Surgeon
	Work at Bray Close (ORL)

	
	
	
	


New Expenditure:
318.00           Cheque 768        Nicholas Page             Footpath maintenance

Precept discussion.
Councillors discussed the suggested precept for the year 2019/2020. The precept working document was agreed and the Clerk will complete the necessary paperwork.

Clerks’ Annual General Meeting.
The Clerk attended the Clerks’ Annual General Meeting at Phoenix House, Tiverton on 15th October. It was an interesting evening with presentations from the leader of Devon County Council and numerous department heads from Mid Devon District Council.

Correspondence.
Letter from the CAB thanking BPC for the donation of £50.
A report from Governor Sue Waterman on behalf of Burlescombe Primary School (Attached).

Matters brought forward for information or future agenda
Freeman DS. A separate meeting was convened in private following the Council meeting to discuss this agenda item.

Next meeting
The next Full Council Meeting will be on Monday 3rd February 2020 in Burlescombe Community Hall at 7pm.  There is no meeting in January.
Meeting finished at 7.56pm.

Lewis Worrow
Chairman
Burlescombe Parish Council
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ALL
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REPORT from BURLESCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL - November 2019

The building work is still on target. The school hall ceiling and roof will be started on Monday 2nd Dec., which will be the most major disruption so far, as this is where lunches are served daily and where Collective Worship is held at the end of each day. It is also where our fundraising ‘Christmas Crackers’, School parties, Christmas lunch and the School Christmas production are held. We have worked with the village hall and several events will now take place there. We have negotiated with the ‘Yoga group’ and the ‘election team’ to use our smaller school rooms to help allow our events to go ahead in the village hall. We are grateful that these ‘swaps’ could be arranged.

The staff and pupils are coping admirably, and the workforce is managing the challenging wet weather! Our sincere thanks are extended to the community for their continued vigilance and neighbourhood watch efforts, whilst the school is more vulnerable.

The Governors and staff have discussed ideas which would enhance our community whilst also helping the school expand its sports and outdoor provision

· An all-weather pitch on the village field would be very useful for our football teams and also for all of the children, teenagers and adults in the village during out of school hours. The current field is very uneven and at times not usable. A pitch would greatly enhance the village field facility for everyone.

· A further suggestion was to incorporate a ‘trim trail’ around the edge of the field, to be used by parents whilst their children play football. This may encourage families to be out and about and focus on health and wellbeing. There is research that identifies the importance of active bodies and how it helps support mental health and well being as well as academic achievement.

· Within the school grounds, improvements are required to the summer house and the ‘grass’ play area near the wildlife area.

The Governors have also discussed the suggestion made at the last Quarry Liaison meeting, to alter the fence and pavement along the road, planting a hedge and making the school entrance at the higher end of the playground.  Governors thought that this would be a good enhancement, as it is well known that plants absorb a large amount of emissions, but funding of this is not something which the school could contemplate at this time.

Sue Rowland 
Foundation Governor for The Valley Partnership 

on behalf of Debbie Eveleigh, Executive Head and the Board of Governors of The Valley Partnership 
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	CHAIRMAN
	2 DECEMBER 2019



To all and singular,
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has advised that carbon emissions must reduce globally by at least 45% by 2030 from 2010 levels. There is a chance we can avoid the worst effects of climate change by keeping warming below 1.5 degrees. To achieve this, we must be carbon neutral (net-zero) by 2050 or earlier.

In response, a range of public, private and voluntary organisations from across Devon came together on the 22nd of May 2019, to declare a climate emergency and to endorse the principles of the Devon Climate Declaration.

This recognises that there is an awareness of the significant implications of climate change for Devon’s communities and proposes action to rapidly reduce our carbon dioxide emissions.

It sets out an ambition to tackle climate change that covers all of Devon, including those people who live, work in and visit our county, and those businesses who are based or operate here.

Additionally, it recognises the need to understand the near-term and future risks of climate change for Devon to plan for how our infrastructure, public services and communities will have to adapt for a 1.5-degree warmer world.

It is for such reason that as Chairman of Burlescombe Parish Council, I am declaring that there is a climate emergency and together we will live up to our responsibility to tackle it.



	








34-2019

	
CHAIRMAN
	
2 DECEMBER 2019



To all and singular,
Today Burlescombe Parish Council passed a motion in support of the Local Electricity Bill and hereby

(i) acknowledges the efforts that this council has made to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote renewable energy; 
 
(ii) recognises that councils can play a central role in creating sustainable communities, particularly through the provision of locally generated renewable electricity;  

(iii) further recognises

· that very large financial setup and running costs involved in selling locally generated renewable electricity to local customers result in it being impossible for local renewable electricity generators to do so, 
· that making these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a renewable electricity supplier’s operation would create significant opportunities for councils to be providers of locally generated renewable electricity directly to local people, businesses and organisations, and
· that revenues received by councils that became local renewable electricity providers could be used to help fund local greenhouse gas emissions reduction measures and to help improve local services and facilities;

(iv) accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, currently supported by a cross-party group of 115 MPs, and which, if made law, would make the setup and running costs of selling renewable electricity to local customers proportionate by establishing a Right to Local Supply; and
  
(v) further resolves to   

· inform the local media of this decision,
· write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill, and
· write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for People, (at 8 Delancey Passage, Camden, London NW1 7NN or info@powerforpeole.org.uk) expressing its support.
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